Social Studies and World Citizenship

and other non-Christians are fighting on the side of good
against evil. The good is a common factor of all the higher
religions. The Christian struggles to preserve a way of life
of which the historical expression is for him to be found ia
the New Testament. More and more is he recognizing, how-
ever, that the aim of minions who are on his side cannot
be so described. Hence the interest that is being taken in
other faiths. There should be dispassionate search for truth.
Such truth will do good and not harm to our growing youth.
Our spiritual relations with the United States being now
closer than ever before, the position of religious education
in that country is a matter of special interest. Many of the
older American colleges are religious foundations, and main-
tain a religious tradition, whereas the curricula of the State
universities and colleges do not include religion, though
voluntary religious societies are numerous and active in
them. In the schools, mostly of course provided by the
State, the 'religious difficulty5 as we know it does not
exist, for the simple reason that the United States has
adopted what we call * the secular solution % not because of
the triumph of any religious party, but because the unex-
ampled mixture of races and religions has made any other
solution impracticable. No doubt this arrangement accounts
for the fact that we have had nearly everything to learn from
the United States as regards the right organization of Sunday
schools. Still, some of the most thoughtful Americans are
not satisfied with the too exclusively matter-of-fact character
of the school curricula, and regretfully admit some justice in
the taunt that their * go-getting * compatriots know the price
of everything and the value of nothing. After all is said and
done, however, we have to admit that the mighty Republic
which unreservedly stands at our side in the fight of good
against evil has no system of religious education such as ours.
Yet the American teachers are clearly doing more tKart we
are towards inculcating in their youth the duty of service to
their fellow men.
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